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Chhattisgarh state has progressed significantly in
horticultural production since its formation in 2000.
The area under horticultural crop is 8.24 lakh hectars
with production of 10.72 lakh tonnes which
contributes 2.81% of area and 2.91% of production
our country. In total national production, Chhattisgarh
contributes 10.40% litchi, 6.75% papaya, 6.10%
jackfruit, 6.06% bottle guard, 5.75% brinjal, 4.99%
tomato, 4.73% cauliflower. Papaya productivity is
more than national average in Chhattisgarh
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but productivity of other horticultural
crops is below national productivity.

Horticulture development is having huge
potential in our state in view of diverse
climatic conditions to produce most of the
horticultural crops. Further, the location in
central India made transport accession to
various to different parts of the country.
The horticultural sector provides ample
& opportunities for employment of the new
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generation for cultivation, marketing,
processing, value addition, transport, trading, export
etc. Strategic planning and proper execution is
urgently required in our state to take its huge potential
for economic development and environmental
benefits.

The concerted efforts for horticulture development in
Chhattisgarh includes-to designate suitable crop
specific production zones, development of facilities
for geneuine planting material, skill development of
youth for production, marketing, processing, value
addition, integrated pack houses, cold storage etc.,
and establishment of processing industrial parks. It is
a high time that policy decision needs to be taken for
allotment of degraded forest land on long term lease
basis and to develop large scale perennial tree fruits
and plantation crops. This will result in sustainable
development of degraded land land as well as
employment generation in tribal zones of

Chhattisgarh.
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Release of
Krishi Panchang 2026

The Governor of Chhattisgarh, Mr. Ramen Deka
released the Krishi Panchang 2026 published by Indira
Gandhi Agricultural University at the Raj Bhavan on
2nd January 2026. Mr. Deka congratulated the Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish Chandel and his team for the
publication. Expressing his pleasure on the occasion,
the Governor stated that the Krishi Panchang
incorporates information on the university’s research
and extension activities, the latest agricultural
technologies, and various schemes run by the Central
and State Governments for farmers, which will prove
highly beneficial to them. Dr. Chandel also briefed the
Governor about the academic, research, and
extension(. activities, developmental initiatives, and
achievements of the university. Providing details about
Krishi Panchang 2026, Vice Chancellor Dr. Girish
Chandel informed the Governor that the university has
been publishing the Krishi Panchang for the past 20
years, incorporating a wide range of farmer-oriented
information. He explained that along with the 12-
month calendar and traditional almanac, the
publication includes information on government
schemes for farmers, the university’s research,
development, and extension work, newly developed
improved crop varieties, crop production practices and
technologies for major cereals, pulses, oilseeds, fruits,
flowers, vegetables, spices, and other crops, as well as
the latest agricultural technologies. It also highlights
the key activities of agricultural colleges and Krishi
Vigyan Kendras functioning under the university. Also
present at the release ceremony were the Registrar
Dr. Kapil Dev Deepak and Director Extension Services
Dr. S.S. Tuteja.
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Release of
IGKYV Krishi Diary

Agriculture Minister Mr. Ramvichar Netam
released the Krishi Darshika 2026 published by
Indira Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidyalaya on 2nd
January 2026 at his residence office in Naya
Raipur. Mr. Netam congratulated the Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish Chandel and his team for
the publication. He said that Krishi Darshika
includes information on the university’s research
and extension activities, the latest agricultural
technologies, and various schemes run by the
Central and State Governments for farmers,
which will prove highly useful to them.

He expressed hope that the agricultural university
would continue its dedicated efforts in the interest
of farmers of Chhattisgarh. Dr. Girish Chandel
briefed the Minister about Krishi Darshika 2026,
explaining that the publication contains general
information about the state of Chhattisgarh,
agricultural area, major crops, their production
technologies, and details of the university’s
research, extension work, schemes, activities,
and achievements.

The Darshika publishes improved crop
production practices for various Kharif and Rabi
crops, including cereals, pulses, oilseeds, minor
millets, fodder crops, medicinal and aromatic
plants, as well as fruits, flowers, and vegetables. It
also provides information on the university’s
activities and achievements over the past year,
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improved varieties of crops developed by the
university, and farmer-friendly technologies
developed and disseminated by the institution.
Details regarding major pests and diseases of
different crops and their management are also
included.

Contact details of the agricultural university,
agriculture and allied departments, and other
useful contacts for farmers are also provided. The
Registrar Dr. Kapil Dev Deepak, Director of
Extension Services Dr. S.S. Tuteja, along with
members of editorial boad were present

Felicitation of

Retired Professors

Under the aegis of the College of Agriculture,
Raipur, the Technical Staff Association of Indira
Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidyalaya organized a New
Year get-together along with a farewell and
felicitation ceremony for retired scientists and
professors.

The event was held in a grand, dignified, and
heartfelt atmosphere at the Swami Vivekananda
Auditorium of'the College of Agriculture, Raipur.
The program was attended by the Hon’ble Vice
Chancellor of Indira Gandhi Krishi
Vishwavidyalaya, Dr. Girish Chandel; the Dean
of the College of Agriculture, Raipur, Dr. Arti
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Guhey, heads of various departments, faculty
members; technical staff; and a large number of
retired scientists and professors. On this
occasion, retired professors and scientists Dr.
Sandhyarani Gaur, Dr. PK. Chandrakar, Dr. Lalji
Singh, Dr. K.K. Sahu, Dr. C.S. Shukla, Dr. S.C.
Mukherjee, Dr. B.S. Thakur, Dr. R.K. Yadav, Dr.
Madhav Pandey, and Dr. A.K. Singh were
honored with bouquets, shawls, and gifts in
recognition of their remarkable contributions to
education and research.

During the ceremony, the Telephone Directory
published by the Agricultural University for the
New Year 2026 was formally released and
dedicated to the university community. To
promote participation and camaraderie, a quiz
competition and various entertaining games were
also organized. In his inspiring address, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish Chandel urged members of
the university community to adopt a positive
outlook on life, take new resolutions in the New
Year and strive to fulfill them, develop a healthy
work culture, and improve work practices in
accordance with changing circumstances.

He expressed confidence that the coming year
would be highly productive for the university and
would enhance its institutional prestige. Dean Dr.
Arti Guhey stated that the university’s past has
been glorious and emphasized the need for
everyone to continuously develop their abilities
for multidimensional progress. At the end of the
program, Dr. Gajendra Chandrakar, President of
the Technical Staff Association (Local),
expressed gratitude to all guests, honorees, office
bearers, and colleagues present. The program was
conducted by Dr. P.K. Sangode, President of the
Technical Staff Association (Central).
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Release of
Nehru Library Calendar

The Vice Chancellor of Indira Gandhi Krishi
Vishwavidyalaya, Raipur, Dr. Girish Chandel,
released the Table Calendar 2026 published by
the Nehru Library on Ist January 2026. The
calendar aesthetically presents the academic and
co-curricular activities organized by the
university during the year 2025. On this occasion,
the Dean of the College of Agriculture, Raipur
and Librarian-in-Charge of Nehru Library, Dr.
Arti Guhey Assistant Librarian Mrs. Madhuri
Gautam; Technical Officer of the College of
Agriculture, Raipur, Dr. Rama Mohan Savu,
Public Relations Officer Mr. Sanjay Naiyyar,
along with the staff of Nehru Library, were also
present.

Inauguration of Newly-Furnished

Product Sales Centre
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On the occasion of the 39th Foundation Day (20
January, 2026), the newly furnished Product
Sales Centre was inaugurated at Indira Gandhi
Krishi Vishwavidyalaya. Vice Chancellor, Dr.
Girish Chandel, graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest. Special Guests included Mr. Gyanendra
Mani, Chief General Manager of National Bank
for Agriculture and Rural Development, and Mr.
Suresh Chandravanshi, Chairman of the
Chhattisgarh State Farmers Welfare Council,
Government of Chhattisgarh.

Presiding over the program, Dr. S.S. Tuteja,
Director of Extension Services, informed that this
centre will provide a common platform for the
sale of products made by FPOs and Self-Help
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Groups that receive technical support from Krishi
Vigyan Kendras. Products of the university will
also be sold through this centre. Mr. Suresh
Chandravanshi emphasized that along with
timely availability, product quality must be
ensured, and similar sales centres should be
opened in other districts of the state. In his
address, Vice Chancellor Dr. Girish Chandel
stated that based on a commercial business
model, grocery and non-grocery items along with
university products will be made available to
local people. Special attention will be given by
Krishi Vigyan Kendras to product quality and
supply chain management, and efforts are also
being made for wider promotion of the products
available for sale.

Special Guest Mr. Gyanendra Mani said that
providing market access to farmers by the
university is an important initiative. Facilitating
the sale of products made by farmer groups is a
significant step toward promoting collective
farming in the future. He also highlighted the
importance of using online platforms and proper
packaging for product sales.

Among those present were Dr. V.K. Tripathi,
Director of Research; Dr. Sanjay Sharma, Dean
of Student Welfare; Dr. Arti Guhey, Dean,
College of Agriculture; Dr. Ajay Verma, Dean,
College of Agricultural Engineering; Dr. A.K.
Dave, Director of Instruction; Dr. Kapil Dev
Deepak, Registrar; heads of departments, faculty
members, and representatives of producer FPOs.
On this occasion, a special oilseed issue of
Chhattisgarh Kheti and a newsletter were also
released by the guests. The vote of thanks was
delivered by Dr. Gautam Roy, Senior Scientist
and Head of Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Raipur.
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Republic Day Celebration

On the occasion of the nation’s 77th Republic Day, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish Chandel hoisted the National Flag
and took the parade salute at the university-level
Republic Day celebration held at the College of
Agriculture, Raipur.

Addressing the gathering, he stated that the university
is the only one in the state to have secured the 28th rank
in Agriculture and Allied Sectors under the National
Institutional Ranking Framework by the Ministry of
Education, Government of India—an achievement of
great pride for the institution. He informed that to
promote higher agricultural education for students of
Chhattisgarh, the university has signed MoUs with more
than 70 leading universities and research institutions
across the country.

Dr. Chandel shared that the university currently offers 3
undergraduate degree programs, postgraduate degrees
in 20 disciplines, and Ph.D. programs in 19 disciplines.
He noted that hundreds of students secured
employment last year in state and central government
departments, public sector undertakings, and private
organizations. On this occasion, he called upon
university officers, professors, scientists, and staff to
work with dedication and commitment for the
continued progress of the university. During the
ceremony, Dr. Chandel felicitated non-teaching staff
members for their outstanding work. Senior scientists
and Subject Matter Specialists from various Krishi




HeTfdenad IFGR & TA.H.. BScH Td BTl-8hisi
& o THE gRI 3—TIE55TEB Uctep0T f&am g4
IRR W Podfdad 3. Bfoa g dius dfed
faoafdenoiy & REIEFI(_\*IT:I:TJTUT, sifersarapror, fafig
oDt & favmTerat, A3 Ud soHTRITUT der Jgt
T H BRI-BRITU 3URRId 2|

of e 3T SISt

3{<iteaRd 37dTe -2026

gfeRITieft BiY faRafdemea, JgR & it Hermdt sl
DI PIY ATy, QR b AR it H 13 A
2026 P T T HHARIE H sicb 31Tt S8IaT R
iRy 3Hdis I AT fbal RT3 HRR WR
fafia erfOie auf # 31Ut wer H Fdiea T ured
A alol fdenfeal o1 FrTfad fobar I FHTfad
faenferai # iy Aerfdenca vd 3rgHend bg, A
(SWERT) bt YA ay bt B foeieadt ATg, <rélg
Ta?ﬁaaﬁaaméﬁaﬁﬁmammm
QR ot Jefter a oY BT 3TShT IRRTAT 2NfAe 2
e feremeff el 31,000 SUY I b RIBR A
UG ol 15| S8 HaER UR PN HelfelTerd, IAYR bt
3fESaTAT 1. 3Rt [ = B3l § AeifTies 3cpteal b
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Vigyan Kendras were also honored for their efforts in
delivering modern agricultural research and advanced
technologies to farmers’ fields.

Officials of the university’s placement cell were
recognized for their excellent work in the interest of
students. He also awarded B and C certificates to
meritorious students, NCC cadets, and NSS volunteers.
An impressive performance was presented by the NCC
cadets and the student band group of the College of
Agriculture, Raipur. Among those present were
Registrar Dr. Kapil Dev Deepak, Directors, Deans, heads
of departments, scientists, staff members, and a large
number of students.

Bank of Baroda

Achievers Award - 2026

Three meritorious students of Indira Gandhi Krishi
Vishwavidyalaya, Raipur were honoured with the Bank
of Baroda Achievers Award at a ceremony held in the
seminar hall of the College of Agriculture, Raipur on
13th March 2026. On this occasion, students who
secured the highest positions in their respective classes
in differentacademicyears were felicitated.

The awardees included first-year student Dileshwari
Sahu from the College of Agriculture and Research
Centre, Saja (Bemetara); second-year student Devidatt
Jena from Shaheed Gundadhur College of Agriculture
and Research Centre, Jagdalpur; and third-year student
Anushka Chourasia from the College of Agriculture,
Raipur.

Each student was awarded a cash prize of X31,000. On
this occasion, Dr. Arti Guhey, Dean of the College of
Agriculture, Raipur, expressed gratitude to Bank of
Baroda for encouraging academic excellence among
students. She stated that such initiatives inspire
students to work harder and contribute meaningfully to
society and the agricultural sector. Dr. A.K. Dave,
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BT QHRY 14 AT DI Ul 1 &1 gfcr el pfy

Director of Instruction at Indira Gandhi Krishi
Vishwavidyalaya Raipur, also appreciated the initiative
and urged Bank of Baroda to regularly organize the
Achievers Award every year, as it motivates students to
strive for higher academic achievements. Addressing
the gathering, Mr. Pradeep Yadav, Deputy Regional
Manager of Bank of Baroda, said that the bank remains
committed to the welfare of farmers and students. He
encouraged the award-winning students to use their
knowledge and education for the upliftment of society
and the agricultural community. He also highlighted the
significant role of agriculture graduates in social
welfare and the economic development of the nation.

He noted that there are promising career opportunities
for agriculture graduates in the banking sector. He
further assured that the bank will continue to organize
such programmes in the coming years to encourage
young talent. At the end of the ceremony, the
collaborative efforts between Bank of Baroda and the
university to promote academic excellence and honour
talented students in the agricultural field were
appreciated. The programme was attended by deans,
directors, heads of departments, faculty members, and
students of the university. The ceremony concluded
with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Rama Mohan Savu,
Technical Officer to the Dean of the College of
Agriculture, Raipur.

“Agri Tech Milan-2026"

A two-day alumni meet, “Agri Tech Milan 2026,” was
organized on 14 and 15 March by Swami Vivekananda
College of Agricultural Engineering and Technology,
Raipur. More than 500 former students of the college
participated in this event. On this occasion, a two-day
technology exhibition fair was also organized in which
various farmer-friendly innovative technologies
developed by the College of Agricultural Engineering
were displayed.
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The eventwas inaugurated on 14 March at 11:00 a.m. by
the Vice-Chancellor IGKV, Dr. Girish Chandel. The
programme was chaired by the Dean of the college, Dr.
Ajay Verma. Deans, Directors, the Registrar of the
university, and senior officials from the Agriculture
Department of the Government of Chhattisgarh were
also presentas distinguished guests.

Distinguished guests at the event included Dr. Arti
Guhey, Dean, College of Agriculture, Raipur, Dr. Sanjay
Sharma, Dr. A.K. Dave, Dr. V.K. Tripathi, Dr. S.S. Tuteja,
Mr. G.K. Pidhia, Additional Director, Department of
Agril. Engg., progressive farmer Mr. Biseshwar Sahu,
and Dr. M.P. Tripathi. The programme concluded with a
vote of thanks by Dr. R K. Nayak.

Training on Artificial
Intelligence in Agriculture

A five-day training programme on the effective use of
Artificial Intelligence (Al) in teaching and research
has commenced at Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University.

Being held from 16 to 20 March at the College of
Agriculture, Raipur, the programme focuses on
practical methods and tools of Al to achieve
excellence in agricultural education and research.
Faculty members and scientists from 17 colleges
under the university participated.

Experts from leading national institutions including
Indian Institute of Technology Bhilai, International
Institute of Information Technology Naya Raipur,
National Institute of Technology Raipur, Indian
Institute of Management Raipur, Hidayatullah
National Law University, Guru Ghasidas
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FHTeMRd 3PN & b H HRdA fbam 3digd

Vishwavidyalaya, ICAR-National Academy of
Agricultural Research Management, and ICAR-
National Institute of Biotic Stress Management are
guiding participants on the effective use of various Al
techniques and tools in agricultural education and
research.

The programme was inaugurated by the Vice-
Chancellor of the university, Dr. Girish Chandel.
Keynote addresses were delivered by Dr. Rajeev
Prakash, Director of IIT Bhilai, and Dr. PK. Rai,
Director of ICAR-NIBSM, Baronda. The Registrar, Dr.
Kapil Dev Deepak, along with university Directors
and Deans of various colleges, were also present. The
programme is coordinated by Dr. Arti Guhey, Dean of
the College of Agriculture, Raipur.

MoU for Agricultural Education and

Research with Uzbekistan

From the coming academic year, students from
universities in Uzbekistan will come to Chhattisgarh for
higher education and research in agriculture, while
students from Chhattisgarh will travel to Uzbekistan for
study and research. This follows a series of cooperation
agreements signed between Indira Gandhi Krishi
Vishwavidyalaya, Raipur, and five Uzbek universities to
promote collaboration in agricultural education and
research.

During a recent visit to Uzbekistan by a delegation led
by Vice-Chancellor Dr. Girish Chandel, MoUs were
signed with Tashkent State Agrarian University,
Bukhara State University, Samarkand State Veterinary
University, Termez State Pedagogical Institute, and
Denov Institute of Entrepreneurship and Pedagogy.
These agreements cover cooperation in education,
research, biotechnology, and entrepreneurship
development.

They are expected to promote student and faculty
exchange programmes, joint research initiatives,
academic mobility, and international internships,
thereby strengthening the university’s global
engagement. The delegation also explored
collaboration in rice research, cultivation of medicinal
crops, biotechnology, and agricultural
entrepreneurship. Discussions were held on the
possible involvement of Indian Farmer Producer
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Organizations in the development of agriculture-based
industries in Uzbekistan.

Students studying in Uzbek universities showed keen
interest in pursuing higher education in Chhattisgarh.
Dr. Chandel expressed hope that, just as many Indian
students go to Uzbekistan for medical education, Uzbek
students would in future come to Chhattisgarh for
agricultural studies.

Workshop on

Gender Equality and Safety

A one-day workshop titled “Udaan: Empowerment
through Awareness” was organized at Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University to promote gender equality
and women’s safety. The workshop was jointly
conducted by the Office of the Dean, Student Welfare,
and the Women Harassment Prevention Cell of the
university on 25th March 2026.

Addressing the gathering as Chief Guest, Mayor of
Raipur Municipal Corporation, Mrs. Meenal
Choubey, said that Indian culture, traditions, and
literature accord a special place to women. Referring
to the festival of Navratri, during which feminine
power is worshipped in the form of the nine
manifestations of Goddess Durga, she emphasized
that women are in no way inferior to men and are
capable of performing every task that men can. She
stressed the need for women to remain confident,
recognize their rights, and raise their voices against
gender inequality, discrimination, and harassment.

The programme was presided over by the Vice-
Chancellor, Dr. Girish Chandel. In his address, he
remarked that the present era is one of women'’s
empowerment, where women are achieving success
on par with menin every field. He noted thatin board
and competitive examinations, girls and women
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frequently secure top ranks and dominate merit
lists. He added that in the colleges under the
university, the number of female students is nearly
equal to that of male students, and a large number of
women faculty members and scientists are also
serving. He highlighted the university’s sustained
efforts to ensure gender safety and equality, stating
that the campus environment is highly secure for
women.

As a special guest, Assistant Commissioner of Police
Mrs. Ruchi Verma provided detailed information on
legal provisions related to women’s safety, equality,
and protection against gender discrimination and
harassment under Indian law. Nutrition and yoga
expert Ms. Nalini Sharma spoke about women’s
health, the importance of a balanced diet, and
demonstrated simple yogasanas, pranayama, and
micro-exercises for maintaining good health.

Dr. Roli Tiwari, Professor in the Department of
Educational Psychology at Pt. Ravishankar Shukla
University, shared insights on women'’s
psychological well-being, mental health, and
empowerment. At the beginning of the workshop, Dr.
Deeptimayi Das, Chairperson of the Women
Harassment Prevention Cell, outlined the objectives
of the workshop and highlighted the university’s
initiatives toward gender equality and women'’s
safety.

Dr. Sanjay Sharma, Dean Student Welfare,
appreciated these efforts and noted that due to such
measures, no incidents of gender harassment have
been reported in the university in recent years. Dr.
Arti Guhey, Dean, College of Agriculture, Raipur, also
addressed the participants. The workshop
concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Jyoti Bhatt,
Member Secretary of the Women Harassment
Prevention Cell. A large number of faculty members
and students attended the programme.
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Meeting of National Service
Scheme Advisory Committee

The 21st meeting of the National Service Scheme (NSS)
Advisory Committee of Indira Gandhi Agricultural
University was held today in the auditorium of the
College of Agriculture, Raipuron 27th Macrch 2026. The
meeting featured extensive discussions on important
themes such as social service, cleanliness,
environmental conservation, and youth empowerment.
The meeting, chaired by Vice-Chancellor Dr. Girish
Chandel, began with an inspiring message, “You Before
Self” delivered by Dean of Student Welfare Dr. Sanjay
Sharma. He emphasized making cleanliness an integral
partofone’slifestyle.

Thereafter, the State Coordinator of the National
Service Scheme, Dr. Neeta Bajpai, highlighted the
importance of blood donation, stating that it is a vital
means of saving lives in emergency situations and that
publicawareness aboutitis essential.

Dr. Girish Chandel suggested running cleanliness
initiatives in the university campus as amass movement
and stressed the active participation of students.
Through a special campaign, detailed discussions were
held on environmental protection, cleaning of water
sources, tree plantation, and de-addiction efforts.
Expressing concern over water conservation, it was
noted that increasing pollution is affecting water
sources and that nearly 30% of potable water is being
wasted. The need for corrective and solution-oriented
initiatives was strongly emphasized. A pledge was also
taken to eliminate the use of single-use plastics and to
reduce the use of plastic bottles. Dr. Ratna Nashine
shared her experiences and emphasized the need to
connect youth with social service through the National
Service Scheme. She mentioned activities such as the
Peace Marathon in Abujhmad, the “One Tree in Mother’s
Name” campaign, weed management, vaccination
drives, and the Millets Mission. Under the agenda of
training and achievements, discussions were also held
on preparing students for training programs and
national awards to ensure their holistic development.
Dr. Ashutosh described workshops and meetings as
important mediums for knowledge and awareness,
while Sakshi Singh appreciated the work done through
the NSS over the past four years and called for greater
efforts in the field of environmental protection. In
conclusion, Dr. Subuhi Nishad emphasized organizing
blood donation and social awareness programs
regularly, particularly to raise awareness among
women, youth, and economically weaker sections. The
program concluded with a vote of thanks to all guests
and participants. All members of the National Service
Scheme family pledged to adopt the core motto “You
Before Self” and remain continuously dedicated to
social service.
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